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The aims for this evening are:

• More Able identification process

• The provision for More Able students at
Heston Community School

• ‘A Passion for Learning’ How are we making learning
special for our More Able students to excel at Heston
Community School

• What can parents do?

• Questions
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Rationale

At Heston we want all students to achieve their full 
potential at any stage of their time with us in order to be 
successful in their future life.

Therefore, we believe that it is crucial to identify these 
particular students to offer them a wider experience.
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Provision for More Able students at HCS:
• The provision for More Able is part of the curriculum with the 

whole staff involved in delivering the programme in lessons.
• Sessions for all staff and students are planned during the academic 

year. 
• In addition, the More Able Coordinator and Line Manager of the 

area will work closely with the Director of English, the Director of 
Science and the Curriculum Leader for Maths to ensure that 
effective interventions and enrichment activities are taking place.

• We are also part of a working party composed of 4 schools across 
London. We meet regularly to review our provisions and share good 
practice to develop Teaching and Learning strategies.

• We form part of the Independent State Schools Partnership (ISSP) 
and will also be teaming up with Eton School to complete joint 
projects. 

• HCS has joined Potential Plus UK which works with parents/carers 
and schools to help the More Able students succeed.
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Our aims for More Able at Heston Community School

• To boost their attainment so that they maximise their 
potential

• To raise their aspirations to give them the motivation 
to boost their attainment

• To ‘broaden their horizons’….i.e. help increase their 
knowledge of the spectrum of opportunities available
beyond their time at Heston Community School – and 
what they need to do to access these opportunities

• To engage them in their learning
• To enhance their learning, and that of other students



How can we challenge our More Able 
Students?

• Questioning 
• Differentiation 
• Extension
• Learning Styles
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How can you support your child 
at home?

1. Discuss your child’s progress with them.
2. Celebrate their achievement and encourage them to push 

their boundaries
3. Embrace mistakes
4. Discuss topical developments and controversies
5. Visit museums
6. Set challenges to find out about topics that interest them and 

report back to you
7. Encourage them to make games/ quizzes that you can play 

together
8. Get them to research career pathways
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MORE ABLE English



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

Skills?

Attributes?

Interests?

Behaviours? 



UNIVERSITY?

95% of degree 
qualifications are made 
up of written assessments.



LITERACY AS SOCIAL PRACTICE?

People acquire and apply literacy for different 
purposes and in different situations;

Literacy is culturally and linguistically diverse;

Skills for written expression and comprehension are 
related to particular contexts and languages;



UNDERGRADUATE WRITING ERRORS

1. Wrong Word

2. Missing Comma after an Introductory Element

3. Incomplete or Missing Documentation

4. Vague Pronoun Reference

5. Spelling

6. Mechanical error with a quotation

7. Unnecessary Comma

8. Unnecessary or Missing Capitalization

9. Missing Word

10. Faulty Sentence Structure



UNDERGRADUATE WRITING ERRORS

11. Missing Comma with a Non restrictive Element

12. Unnecessary Shift in Verb Tense

13. Missing Comma in a Compound Sentence

14. Unnecessary or Missing Apostrophe (including its/it's)

15. Fused (run-on) sentence

16. Comma Splice

17. Lack of pronoun/antecedent agreement

18. Poorly Integrated Quotation

19. Missing or Unnecessary Hyphen

20. Sentence Fragment



ASSESSMENT



HOW WILL WE SUPPORT YOUR 
CHILD?



“The passion for stretching yourself  and 

sticking to it , even (or especially) when 

it’s not going well is the hallmark of  the 

Growth Mindset. This is the mindset that 

allows people to thrive during  some of  

the most challenging times in their lives.”

Carole S Dweck



GROWTH MINDSET IN ENGLISH

As a department we embrace Heston’s approach to developing a Growth Mindset within 
our Team and the students that we teach. We believe that Dweck’s approach to learning 
is aligned to our departmental ethos of challenge and praise. In order to further support 
us with integrating Growth Mindset principles we will endeavour to ensure that all 
double lessons, where appropriate, include:

Opportunities for developing higher order thinking skills in a safe environment

Growth Mindset language that focuses on praising students for their effort

Challenge points that pose questions or use content that will increase the level of 
challenge for all learners

Meta Questions for learning will be used to help students access texts/ideas and to 
structure effective feedback 
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Heston Community School
KS3 Spooky Short Story competition

Enter if you dare…
• Open to Year 7+8 pupils
• Entries must be handwritten and no more than 500 

words
• Closing date: Friday 16th October (1pm) 

Prizes to be won!
Winner / 2nd place / 3rd place / 10 runners up

For further details see Ms Birk (English HS16)



ARE YOU A DARREN SHAN 

FAN?
Well, I have exciting news for you all!

Darren Shan has asked for a few of  his fans to write a 

group letter to him, to which he will personally 

respond , with one letter to you all at the school.

If  you would like to get  involve, then please come and 

see Miss Hurley in the LRC at Break or lunchtime.

Thank you.



DEADLINE 22ND OCTOBER



















LADY MACBETH – QUOTE BANK – ACT 2 SCENE 2

You are going to write x3 PEEL 
paragraphs about how Shakespeare has 
presented Lady Macbeth’s emotional 
disturbance – this will be graded.

Resources to help:

Annotated Act 2 Scene 2

Model answer

PEEL guide sheet with questions

Critical essay writing guide

English Literature CA Learning Ladder

Challenge:

Refer to stichomythia, 

focusing solely on 

Lady Macbeth’s rapid 

responses to Macbeth 

in the opening of Act 2 

Scene 2.



Accelerated Reader and DEAR

It is vitally important that students read widely as 

this is beneficial across every Curriculum Area. 

Heston is a reading school and a member of the 

Accelerated Reader programme. 



HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR 
CHILD?



WHAT CAN YOU DO AS A PARENT?

Encourage your child to read at home

Create a culture of reading at home  - start a home 
library, visit your local library  or bookstore

Discuss the book with your child 

Read yourself 

Read with your child – be part of their development 

Make learning a family affair 











VOCABULARY GAMES



Coalesce

Enrapture

Ephemeral

Inexorable

Myriad

Resonant

Chafe

Unctuous

Visceral

Cacophony

Maladroit

Obstreperous



Coalesce: unite, or fuse

Enrapture: delighted

Ephemeral: fleeting

Inexorable: relentless

Myriad: great number

Resonant: echoing, evocative



Chafe: irritate, abrade

Unctuous: smug, ingratiating

Visceral: crude, anatomically graphic

Cacophony: confused noise

Maladroit: clumsy

Obstreperous: noisy, unruly
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