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Supporting Year 7 students
in...



Miss Hart



1. What will your child be studying in 
science this year?

2. How does their study of science 
change throughout the school?

3. How will they be assessed this year?

4. What extracurricular activities can 
they do?

5. What can you do to support them?

Questions I hope to 
answer…



Key aims…

1. Instil a love of science

2. Develop Growth Mindset attitude 

3. Ensure a secure foundation of key 
scientific ideas

Year 7



Key Scientific 
ideas:

Cells 

Particles 

Forces

Energy

Space

Ecology

Electricity

Year 7
Key Scientific skills:
Making predictions

Understanding variables

Conducting safe 
experiments

Using and criticizing 
evidence

Conclusions

Using models

Ethics in science



Year 7



Year 8 (Graded 1-9)

• Similar to year 7

Year 9 -11 (Graded 1-9)
• Separate Science (3 GCSEs – Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics)

• Combined Science (2 GCSEs)

Year 12-13 (Graded A*-E)
• Biology, Chemistry, Physics A-levels

Years 8 -13



1. Recall and Literacy tests

Years 7 Assessment



1. Recall and Literacy tests

2. Assessed Tasks 

• Marked by teachers

• Improved by students (green pen)

Years 7 Assessment



1. Recall and Literacy tests

2. Assessed Tasks 

• Marked by teachers

• Improved by students (green pen)

3. Exams

• End of term – winter and spring

• End of year

Years 7 Assessment



Every 
Wednesday

3.15-4.15pm 

Science 
Club



Can we 

predict 

Earthquakes?

Are all snow 

flakes 

unique?

Science 
Fair



Science 
Competitions



1. What will your child be studying in 
science this year?

2. How does their study of science 
change throughout the school?

3. How will they be assessed this year?

4. What extracurricular activities can 
they do?

5. What can you do to support them?

Questions I hope to 
answer…



1. Discuss your child’s progress with them.

2. Celebrate their achievement and encourage them 
to push their boundaries

3. Embrace mistakes

4. Discuss topical scientific developments and 
controversies

5. Visit science museums

6. Set challenges to find out about topics that interest 
them and report back to you

7. Encourage them to make games/ quizzes that you 
can play together

8. Get them to research career pathways

Supporting your child



Resources
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Year 7

Literature Extract Studies/reading skills - Gothic Theme 

Assessment – Language Paper 1 – AOs 1, 2, 4 (In the style of questions 
1-4 of this paper).

Descriptive/Narrative Writing 19th Century novel extracts to inform 
their own writing.

Assessment – Language Paper 1 – AOs, 5, 6 (In the style of Section B 
Question 5).



Assessment

New Current

0.1 1

0.2 2C

0.3 2b- 2A

1.1 3C

1.2 3B

1.3 4C – 3A

New Current

2 4B-5b

F/G  

3 5a – 6a

E-D

4 6B – 7C

D+ - C

5 7

C+ – B-

6 8

B – B+

7 A

8 A*

9 A**



















16th September 

2015
Accelerated Reader – Miss D’Lima, 

Assistant Curriculum Leader of English

It is vitally important that students read widely as 

this is beneficial across every Curriculum Area. 

Heston is a reading school and a member of the 

Accelerated Reader programme. 



Why is it important to read widely?

• Broadens vocabulary

• Develops literacy skills (uses of tenses, sentence 

structure, spelling)

• Broadens general knowledge

• Leads to more highly-developed language skills and 

improves your ability to write well

• Reinforces student effort – and independence!

• Develops skills in note taking - preparing for exams 

and Higher Education

• Creates opportunities for further teacher praise and 

reward 



1. Students have 
already taken a 

Reading Age test 
to work out their 
current reading 

level. 

2. They will 
use this to 

choose 
books of a 

suitable 
level.

3. Students 
read for 30 

minutes every 
day in school.

5. The quiz 
gives instant 

feedback – if a 
student 

achieves 100%, 
they can 

collect a prize 
instantly. 6. Rewards 

keep 
students so 

they 
continue to 
progress! 

4. Students 
maintain a 

reading 
journal; they 
take an AR 

quiz when the 
book is 

finished.



Reading logs and rewards

• All students are provided with a reading log.

• They must have this everyday – it is part of the 

expected daily equipment which is checked by their 

Tutor.

• This will track students’ reading but more 

importantly, it can used to take consistent notes in 

preparation for the quizzes.

• New reading logs can be obtained via Ms Slater. 



Using the LRC

Students are able to borrow items to read 

from our Learning Resources Centre. Our 

librarians, Ms Hurley and Ms Matthews, 

provide support so that students choose 

appropriate texts. 



What can you do as a parent?

• Encourage your child to read at home.

• Create a culture of reading at home  - start a home 

library, visit your local library or bookstore. 

Hounslow Library Services run a number of clubs 

and programmes, especially over the holidays. 

• Discuss the book with your child – ask about what 

has happened in the last chapter or what they 

predict will happen next.

• Read yourself.

• Read with your child – be part of their development.



What can you do as a parent?
• Encourage your child to read at home

• Create a culture of reading at home  - start a 
home library, visit your local library  or 
bookstore

• Discuss the book with your child 

• Read yourself 

• Read with your child – be part of their 
development 

Make learning a family affair 



Thank you for 

listening.


