
English KS3 – Top Ten Reads  
 

Top Reads 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easy Reads 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two 
worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the 
fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr 
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. 
 

A murder mystery like no other, this novel features Christopher 
Boone, a 15 year-old who suffers from Asperger's 
syndrome. When he finds a neighbour's dog murdered, he sets 
out on a journey which will turn his whole world upside down 
 

 

A book of writings of a young Jewish girl, Anne, and her 
family who live in Frankfurt, Germany and suddenly have 
to go into hiding as a result of Hitler and the Nazi Party's 
treatment of Jews in Europe during the second world war. 
 

The story recounts the experiences of Joey, a horse 
bought by the Army for service in World War I in France 
and the attempts of 15-year-old Albert, his previous 
owner, to bring him safely home. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enrichment Reads 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Barney uncovers a terrorist plot, but nobody will 
believe him. Can he stop the killers in time? A 
gripping thrilling that will have you reading from 
the edge of your seat!  
 

When mysterious letters start arriving on his doorstep, Harry 
Potter has never heard of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry. 

They are swiftly confiscated by his aunt and uncle. 

Then, on Harry’s eleventh birthday, a strange man bursts in 
with some important news: Harry Potter is a wizard and has 
been awarded a place to study at Hogwarts. 

 

Where does racism come from and what can we do to 
disrupt it? Learn about social identities, the history of 
racism, and how readers can use their anti-racist lens 
and voice to move the world toward equity and 
liberation. 
 

Fearless explores how stereotypes influence 
everything – from how you feel about your body, to 
your interests and career aspirations. Includes: 
interviews with and quotes from inspirational people 
who defy stereotypes, such as female politicians and 
male dancers. games and activities to get you 
thinking outside the box ... 
 



Challenging Reads 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Arthur Kipps attends the funeral of Alice Drablow 
he is unaware of the tragic secrets which lie hidden 
behind her house. It is not until he glimpses a woman 
dressed all in black at the funeral that a creeping sense of 
unease begins to take hold… 
 

 

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, 
Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German 
girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help 
sustain her family and the Jewish man they are 
hiding, as well as their neighbours. 
 

In The Island of Dr. Moreau, a shipwrecked gentleman 
named Edward Prendick, stranded on a Pacific island 
lorded over by the notorious Dr. Moreau, confronts dark 
secrets, strange creatures, and a reason to run for his 
life. 
 
An interesting counterpart to the texts ‘Frankenstein’ and 
‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’, which are 
both studied at GCSE.   
 



Books that have been turned into TV shows or films! 
 


